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Water, Earth, Stones, Metals, Trees and Fruit, Herbs and
Shrubs, Animals (in several chapters) ; Man, His Body, Ex-
ternal Members, Internal Members, Qualities of the Body;
Diseases, Ulcers, and Wounds ; External Senses; Internal
Senses; Mind, The Will, The Affections; The Mechanic
Arts (in several chapters); the Home and its Parts ; Marriage;
the Family; State and Civic Economy (in several chapters);
Grammar, Rhetoric, Dialectic, and the various branches of
knowledge; Ethics , Games; Death, Burial, Providence of
God; the Angels. Care was taken that every grammatical
structure should be presented so that a complete grammatical
knowledge would be developed inductively by the skillful
teacher. Each page gave in parallel column the Latin sen-
tence and the vernacular equivalent, and the instruction
dealt with material that, in its elementary form at least, was
within the experience of the child. The chief defect of the
book, one arising from a violation of a principle emphasized
by Comenius, was the failure to repeat the words, the object
being to use each word only once. Besides necessitating i
vast amount of repetition and arousing the dislike of the
pupil, it had the disadvantage of giving only one meaning to
the word (though that was always the root signification), and
only one construction. While the idea had been suggested
by Ratich, and ineffectually executed independently by a
Jesuit teacher, William Budseus, this was the first successful
attempt at the construction of text-books according to modern
and to psychological principles. And after the improvements
made by Comenius himself, little further advance was made
for a century and a half. 1\izjanua was the work of three
years' labor of the author, but in reality it was the product ol
the centuries since the opening of the Renaissance.
In 1633 Comenius published the Vestibitlnm (Entrance
Hall} as an easy .atroduction to the Gate, which, though far
simpler than the previous formal grammatical texts which
were impossible of any mastery save a verbal one, had yet